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Why In The World Am I Here

“Beginnings”
Preamble Questions And Comments: Let's start off the class with a
simple question?

Question: What do people think of when they hear the phrase “The book of Genesis”?

Answer: The name Genesis goes back to the ancient Greek translation of
the Old Testament (the Septuagint 250 B.C.). It was customary in ancient
times to name a book by its opening words which is what the Hebrews did
in titling this book of the Bible Bereshith which in Hebrew means “In the
beginning” the title “Genesis” is its Greek equivalent. So Genesis is a of
book about beginings.

The question of where we come from and where we are going is one of the
elementary challenges of life. Perhaps it is the question of life. It is only
when we get the answer to this inquiry do we learn who we are and how we
are to live.

Hlustration: Growing up | remember seeing a black and white cartoon in
which a stork was flying high above a neighbor hood with a baby bundled
up in a blanket in his beak. Acting as a celestial mail man he would swoop
down and drop the babies on the front door step of the expecting parents
who had obviously purchased this wonderful bundle of joy.

| later learned that this was not where we came from. | now know we are
grown in cabbage patches.

Introduction: On a series note if you are a parent you have or will have to
answer the question of “Where did | come from?”

Question: Why is question so important?

How we answer this question is of the utmost importance. Why do | say
this? Because | believe we never really stop asking it.

Some of the most popular books, TV shows, movies, est....are attempting
to answer the question of “Where do we human beings come from?” We
conquer space and time with our machines and yet we are still left seeking



for the secret to life. In fact it may be our progress that fuels this ever
incessant inquiry for identifying our origins.

Question: What are some of the major accomplishments that we have achieved in the last
century?

In the last century it would be adequate to say that science has undergone
a revolution. We now know there are approximately 100,000 million
galaxies in the universe, each comprising billions of stars. It's hard to grasp
the size of the universe, yet that size is undeniably real. If what has been
called the big bang theory (an explosion that is estimated to have taken
place about 20 billion years ago) is true then that means the universe is
expanding at a modest 2 million miles per hour.

Fallen Condition Focus: However, as amazing as these discoveries are
they will only take us so far. Science asks the secondary questions of “how”
and “when” the cosmos originated. How does this relate to our study in

Genesis? As Dr. Tim Keller has said,

“It isfar too easy to read Genesis with the questions of our own time:” were the days of creation
24 hours long?” How long ago did this happen? Is this history or myth? How does this square
with modern views of science and evolution?”

Genesis And Science?

Of course these are important questions and Genesis 1 is scientific to the
extent that both it and science are concerned with the origins of matter and
species but it is not until you entertain the philosophical/theological primary
questions of “who the agent is” and “why he created”, that we arrive at any
answers of ultimate origins. And this is what the rhetorical biblical
cosmogony answers, the more important questions of who and why. In
short as Dr. Bruce Waltke says,

“Render unto Einstein what is EinsteinOs and to the Bibles what is the Bibles.O

The intense debate between the creationists and other scientists between
the “zappers and the oozers” over this text results in a misreading of the
narrative intended by the implied author.

The Genesis account tells us a lot of things but doesn't tell us everything.
More important, it tells us what it tells us not only to inform us but also, and
especially, to inspire us.

Illustration: Our national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner,” is like that.
It is a song written about something that happened in history, but it's a song
written to inspire us. During the War of 1812 the British navy bombarded



Fort McHenry at Baltimore. When we sing about the rocket's red glare and
the bombs bursting in air, we're singing about something that really
happened.

Even without music, you see the words and you know this is not just an
historical essay. It is a song. And you understand that the purpose of the
song is not to give an exact account of how many ships were in the British
fleet, how they were deployed, or what kind of rockets and bombs were
used. The purpose is to celebrate the victory and inspire pride in and
loyalty to our country.

Genesis establishes that...

Propositional Statement: God is a good creator, who created the whole
universe, He is the established worthy ruler of that good creation, and
therefore we are to live our lives in submission and accordance to His
revealed plan. Sense God has revealed himself then /et it be stated up front
that Christians believe that...

The Book Of Genesis Is The Inspired Word Of God.

Question: When we talk about the inspiration of Scripture what do we mean?

When we talk about the inspiration of Scripture we are affirming a strong
commitment to the Bibles reliability in that its message is true and
historically trustworthy, and in its design, there is intentionality behind its
structure.

Question: Why would this be an important point to make?

Affirmation that this account was given by divine revelation is what needs
emphasized.

The first question we must ask is....
Who Is The Author Of Genesis?

Question: Why is this question important to ask?

The Scriptures both Old Testament and New Testament affirm that Moses
was the author of the (Torah or in the Greek Pentateuch) first five books of
the Bible (Exodus 17:14, Joshua 8:31, Romans 10:5, 2 Corinthians 3:15).
To where this has not gone undisputed by some skeptical scholars there is
little reason why we should doubt the traditional authorship ascribed to
Moses. Of course Moses’ writing was somewhat revised and added to by



others. Moses would have had a hard time writing Deuteronomy 34, the
last chapter of the book, which describes his death.

This leads us to the second question we might ask...

When Was Genesis Written?

Internal Biblical dating points to the late fifteenth century B.C. at the time of
or following the exodus when Israel wandered in the wilderness, but likely
reached its final form during Israel’s exile in Babylon.

Perhaps the most important question to ask is...

What Was The Purpose For Writing Genesis?
In other words why and to whom was the narrative written?

C.S. Lewis shrewdly observed,

“The first qualification for judging any piece of workmanship from a corkscrew to a cathedral
is to know what it is, what it was intended to do, and how it is meant to be used.”

After the exodus, the people of Israel travel in the wilderness. They leave
Egypt a place saturated with pagan mythology, and head for Canaan,
another place saturated with pagan mythology.

Faced with this threat of paganism, politically redeemed Israel needed a
creation narrative because they were in need of spiritual redemption.

Question: What are the new pagan myths of today?

Question: How will knowing the Genesis creation narrative help us in addressing the myths
of today?

Moses’ superb training in the court of Pharaohs daughter would be the
most probable and qualified person to compose Israel’s cosmologies. After
all he would have had access to the national repository of ancient traditions
and myths in which he would compose His inspired narrative into a
coherent history for this new nation. He would interact with these primeval
cosmogonies in both negative ways as well as positive ways.

1. Moses would interact negatively:

He would interact with these other creation narratives negatively as the
biblical creation would serve as a polemic against Marduk one of the
ancient Babylonian Gods (polytheism) as well as Egypt's pantheism.
Moses was concerned with countering the contamination of falsehood with
the truth of monotheism.



2. Moses would interact positively:

He would interact with these other creation narratives positively as the
Genesis account of primeval history would function in a similar way as
other ancient near eastern cosmogonies would. For example we can look
at the basic literary structure of two myths in particular.

Atrahasis (Tablet 11)

Creation

Corruption

Flood/ New world order

Genesis

Creation 1:1-2:3

Corruption 2:4-6:8

Flood/ New world order 6:9-11:9

Let’s look at the Babylonian epic the Enuma Elish.

Genesis
+ Divine Spirit and cosmic matter coexist
 The earth a desolate waste with darkness covering the deep
+ Light created
« Creation of the firmament
 Creation of dry land
 Creation of the luminaries.
+ Creation of man
+ God rests/sanctifies the seventh day

Enuma Elish
+ Divine spirit and cosmic matter are coexistant and coeternal
» Primeval chaos: Tiamat

enveloped in darkness.

« Light emanating from the gods
+ Creation of the firmament
 Creation of dry land
 Creation of luminaries

+ Creation of man

» Thegodsrest and celebrate



It is important to note that inspiration does not bypass the personality but
utilizes his experience, style, culture, and research. The question is not
“‘How did the holy writers obtain the truths which they wrote?” But rather
“‘Did the Holy Spirit prompt the sacred writers to write down what God
wanted His people to know?” And to this question the Christian answers
with an emphatic yes!

2 Timothy 3:16 ESV All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,

2 Peter 1:21 ESV For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

All of this being said we are now in a place to study the text.

Conclusion: As we go through this study keep in mind these questions,
1. Who is this God I have committed myself to?

2. What is my relationship to him and how did it come about?

3. How should all this affect the way I live?
Moses Inspired by Gods Holy Spirit wrote Genesis to answer these
questions.



